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WORDS FROM THE RIDGE 

Notes from HOA President Bill Brindley  

Thank You for Your Support 
 
On behalf of the Forest Ridge Homeowners Association 
Board of Directors, thanks to all our homeowners for their 
continued support throughout the year.  Your suggestions 
and comments have been key in determining our direction 
and priorities. We look forward to working together to make 
Forest Ridge an even more excellent place to live. Thanks 
again for your outstanding support.   
 
Amended Bylaws – Approved  
 
The Covenants of the FRHOA were written in 1977. In order 
to change the Covenants, we need to have approval of 75% 
(413 homeowners) of the 550 homeowners.   The 
Covenants overrule the Bylaws.  The Covenants state that a 
Board member may or may not be a homeowner.  Our 
Bylaws stated that a Board member must be a homeowner – 
which conflicts with the Covenants. The Bylaws were 
changed to agree with the Covenants.  Also, the Bylaws 
were changed to clarify that for FRHOA elections, if there 
are not more candidates than vacancies, then the voting can 
be by acclamation and not require a secret ballot.  The 
proposed amended document was posted on the FRHOA 
website since spring 2018, for homeowner review and 
comment.  At the Annual Members Meeting in October 
2018, this item was brought up for a vote by the 
homeowners.  A motion to approve the amended Bylaws (as 
posted on the FRHOA website) was made by Bruce Kirk and 
seconded by Brandon White.  A “show of hands” vote of the 
attending members including proxies approved the amended 
Bylaws. There were zero “no-votes.”  The Board members 
present signed as witnesses to the member’s approval of 
the new amended Bylaws.  These amended Bylaws are now 
posted on our Website. 
 
Limited Display of Political Signs OK 
 
If you have lived in Forest Ridge for awhile you have noticed 
political signs in some yards during the election season. Our 
FRHOA Covenants (written in the late 1970s) prohibit the 
display of most signs including political signs.  With our 
lawyer’s input, the Board developed and approved a 
“resolution” to allow homeowners to display political signs in 
their yards 60 days before an election and removed no later 
than 10 days after the date of any federal, state, or local 
election.    
 

Status - On-going ACC Violation  
 
The Board took a homeowner to court for a continuing 
shutter violation.  The board had attempted to remedy this 
situation by communicating with the homeowner through 
face-to-face discussions, courtesy letters, certified letters, 
and finally a lawyer demand letter.  The board took the case 
to court in September 2018, won the case and the 
homeowner was ordered to put up shutters and reimburse 
the HOA for 2/3 of its legal fees.  The homeowner then 
appealed the case.  The appeal has been scheduled by the 
court for this coming August 2019.  We are continuing to 
pursue this to bring it to resolution. 
 
Become Involved in Your HOA 
 
The FRHOA is composed of all volunteers. We are always 
looking for interested homeowners to volunteer to help. A 
good way to become involved is to attend the monthly 
FHROA Board meetings which are held the first Thursday of 
each month except for July. These meetings are held at 7:30 
PM in the Eastern Loudoun County Sheriff’s office 46620 E. 
Frederick Drive, Sterling, VA.  
 
Information on the FRHOA can be accessed anytime  by 
going to our website at www.forest-ridge.org.  On our 
website you can find the minutes of recent meetings, our By-
laws, our recent newsletters, a listing of the Board of 
Directors, all of our important documents, our Architectural 
Control Committee (ACC) Regulations and our ACC 
Architectural Change Form. This form is required to be filled 
out and submitted before you make any changes to the 
exterior of your home including decks, driveways, fences, 
shingles, siding and swimming pools.  Come join us.  We 
always welcome additional volunteers. You can make a 
difference in your community.  
 
 
Bill Brindley, President FRHOA 
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Dogs have discovered Gorilla glue to be quite appetizing. But when it's ingested it 
suddenly grows into a huge, ugly alien inside their bodies. The glue has the 

consistency of honey, and for dogs has a somewhat sweet overlay.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Birding’s biggest day is coming back. 
Wherever you are in the world, you can be a 

part of birding’s next world record!  

Join the Cornell Lab of Ornithology worldwide 

bird sightings day. Global Big Day runs from 

midnight to midnight on May 4th in your local 

time zone. You don’t have to commit to 

birding for 24 hours—an hour or even 10 

minutes of watching birds makes you part of 

the team.  Report birds from anywhere in the 

world. 

ebird.org/globalbigday 
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The Architectural Control Committee (ACC) Report 

ACC Volunteers Busy Season 
 
Spring and summer are busy times for the HOA's 
Architectural Control Committee (ACC) members. The 
majority of time spent by the volunteers is completing 
resale inspections for properties going on the market 
and reviewing ACC Change Requests for homeowners 
looking to repair, replace, or update the exteriors of 
their homes, decks, and fences during the favorable 
weather conditions of summer. The ACC has already 
inspected 3 homes for resale since January 2019. 
During 2018 the ACC committee members reviewed 
and approved 68 change requests submitted by 
homeowners.  
 
Our four ACC volunteers work hard to quickly review all 
change requests. Although the HOA Covenants allow 
us 30 days to review a Change Request, we approved 
nearly all of the requests this past year within two 
weeks from the time the ACC began the review of the 
change request. To speed the review process, we 
strongly encourage homeowners to submit ACC 
Change Requests and supporting documents as a PDF 
to the ACC email box: ACC@forest-ridge.org. 
Electronic PDF submissions shorten the review 
process, particularly when the ACC needs to contact 
homeowners for needed clarification or additional 
details--which occurred on multiple occasions this past 
year--regarding the proposed changes. We ask that 
change requests include all the details and documents 
such as color and style samples, details on products/
manufacturer of materials to be used, photos, 
drawings, plats, all measurements for any proposed 
change because those details help the ACC quickly 
review the proposed changes. Please note that no 
changes can be made prior to ACC approval and that 
the ACC cannot start its review until all necessary 
details/samples for the proposed change are submitted 
to the committee.  
 

Routine Requests and the Complex 
 
ACC Change Requests for the last year have ranged 
from the routine to the complex. Requests in 2018 
included 15 change requests for new shingled roofs 
(new roofs are costing 8- 10 thousand for our 
homeowners), 10 for new siding, 8  for new gutters, 7 
for replacement windows, 6 for decks, 5 for fences, and 
2 for front doors.  On the more complex end of the 
spectrum, we reviewed and approved the addition of 
two front porches. Other changes requests the ACC 
reviewed include proposals for patios, garage doors, 
sidewalks, shutters, and color changes for front doors. 
The ACC reviews each proposal as to how it complies 
with HOA Covenants and ACC Regulations, how any 
change impacts the current look of the neighborhood, 
as well as taking into account new products and styles 
that can enhance the look of the neighborhood. As a 
reminder, HOA Covenants require all homeowners 
planning to make any change to the exterior of their 
property to submit change requests. We suggest 
homeowners retain all approvals in case the HOA 
requests verification of any changes at the time of 
resale. 
 
Plan Ahead for Resale Certification  

 
With warmer weather around the corner and the rainy 
fall we experienced, homeowners should plan to have 
siding, fences, and decks power washed to keep the 
neighborhood looking well maintained, particularly as 
the summer home sale season kicks off. The HOA's 
resale certification that is sent to both buyer and seller 
often list such violations as siding, decks, and fences 
with mildew, decks and fences with rotted boards, 
cracked and crumbling asphalt driveways, and the 
need to repaint door and window frames, as well as 
fascia boards where the paint has peeled off. So those 
looking to put their property on the market, please plan 
ahead to tackle anything that would detract from the 
exterior of the structure, fence, driveway, patio, and 
yard well before the property goes on the market and 
request the required ACC resale inspection early on to 
best ensure the prospective buyer can be given a 
"clean" resale certification without HOA Covenant 
violations needing rectification.   



Sterling District / Loudoun News 

PAGE 4 Forest Ridge Newsletter WORDS FROM THE RIDGE 

The third annual Health & Wellness Expo will 
be held on Saturday April 27 from 10 am to 2 
pm at the Sterling Community Center located 
at 120 Enterprise in Sterling. 
 
The Health & Wellness Expo is a product of 
support from Supervisor Koran Saines and 
Board Chair Phyllis Randall.      

Contact VDOT at my.vdot.virginia.gov 

 Road repair 

 Something removed from a road 

 Signs, signals, or guardrail repaired 

 New signs or traffic devices installed 

 Report an issue on a sidewalk, or 
pedestrian or bicycle path 

 Have a question or need information 

 Submit a claim (includes mailbox damage) 

 Submit a compliment 

 

 

 

 
 

www.loudoun.gov/3055/Report-an-Issue 
 

Loudoun Express Request (LEx) is a citizen 
request system for members of the public to 
submit requests for service and report concerns 
to the county government via the internet and a 
mobile application. The goal is to increase the 
efficiency, security, and accountability in 
responding to citizen concerns and questions.   

 

 Parks and County Facilities   

 Utilities and Public Infrastructure 

 Roads and Transportation 

 Environmental Health 

 Suspected Hoarding 

 Towing Complaint 

 Animal Services 

 High Grass 

 Trash/Litter 

 More 

Milkweed Sale 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 at 9 AM – 1 PM 

 

Northwest Federal Credit Union 
525 Trimble Plaza SE  

Leesburg,VA20175 
 
Help bring back the Monarchs by buying milkweed at this sale! It’s 
a great opportunity to buy the only plant on which Monarchs will 
lay their eggs. The event is co-sponsored by Loudoun Wildlife 
Conservancy (LWC) and their partner, Northwest Federal Credit 
Union.  LWC members are eligible to join the credit union. 
 

https://loudounwildlife.org/event/milkweed-sale/ 
Questions: Contact info@loudounwildlife.org 
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House Numbers 

Homeowners:  We would like to remind you how 
important it is to have your HOUSE NUMBER clearly 
displayed.   In the of case of emergencies First 
Responders and/or Sheriff’s Department need be 
able to locate the property easily.  Homeowners may 
wish to consider a number on both their home and 
mailbox. A good test might be "can this number be 
seen from the street" in the evening light.     

Trees and Common Areas 

The beauty of our common wooded areas is a major attraction for the neighborhood and adds to our 
property values.  Many of us chose this neighborhood because of the pleasing mix of homes and woods.  
For that reason, our Homeowner's Association has some rules in place relating to the common areas  
that protect our shared spaces from human harm and help maintain their value. Those rules are: 
 

 Homeowners are not permitted to cut, prune, or otherwise clear trees, shrubs, or other vegetation 
from common grounds or neighboring properties to clear site lines, or to cause same. 

 Common grounds are for the enjoyment of the entire FRHOA community and all users are required 
to clean up after activities. 

 No motorized vehicles are allowed on common grounds. 

 No dumping of yard waste or trash is allowed on common grounds. 

 No cutting or removal or planting of bushes, shrubbery, or trees is allowed on common grounds. 
 
Of course, trees will die, and insects and wind will occasionally damage trees in the common areas. When 
that happens, the FRHOA will determine if those trees need to be cut down for safety purposes. Note that 
we sometimes leave dead trees standing if they don't pose a danger to life or property.  The trees 
determined to be dangerous are usually cut into sections to lie flat with the ground once down. It is our 
association's general policy not to remove most of these cut trees so as to provide a more natural 
environment. After all, most natural forests have a combination of live and dead standing trees and dead 
trees on the ground.  However, homeowners are allowed and even encouraged to remove these cut tree 
sections for personal firewood.  It doesn't take long after trees are cut for decay to start on trees in contact 
with the ground, so the sooner the wood is picked up the better.   
 
If you see a dead or dangerous tree in the common area near your home, please let the HOA  
know so it can be checked.  Contact the Trees and Common Area Chairman at: trees@forest-ridge.org or 
commonarea@forest-ridge.org 
 
And please, if you are in the common area, help us all out by picking up any trash that you find.   
Thanks in advance! 

 2018 Holiday  
Decoration Contest     

 

Congratulations to the Winners! 
         1st Place  – 102 Deerwood Court 
         2nd Place – 208 Pin Oak Court 
         3rd Place  – 204 Pin Oak Court  
        
        Honorable Mentions 

 102 Buckeye Court 

 114 Yew Court 

 110 Tamarack Court 
       



 

Forest Ridge Homeowners Association                         
PO Box 493                                                                      

Sterling, VA 20164-0493                                                                                                           

 

                                       

 
 

 MEETING INFORMATION 

Meetings are held at Eastern Loudoun Sheriff's Station  
ACC Meetings: First Thursday of every month @ 7:00 PM 
Board Meetings: First Thursday of every month @ 7:30 PM 
(Meeting dates, locations  and times are subject to change.) 

All homeowners are invited to attend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Forest Ridge Neighborhood Contact Information 
 

 

If your name does not appear as the 
current lot owner, please call the  
phone message line with the correct 
information 703-481-0283 

FOREST RIDGE HOMEOWNER’S ASSOC. CONTACTS 

(703) 481-0283 Option 1 General 
  Option 2 Trees 
  Option 3 Architectural Control 

  Option 4 Resale Packets  
Request 

  Option 5 Annual 
Assessments 

  Option 6 Common Lawn 
Care 

(703) 777-1021    Neighborhood 
Watch   

    

www.forest-ridge.org Homeowners Association’s  

Website 

acc@forest-ridge.org Architectural Control Committee 
(ACC) Email 

news@forest-ridge.org Newsletter Submissions 
resale@forest-ridge.org Resale Packets 
assessments@forest-
ridge.org Annual Assessment questions 

info@forest-ridge.org Subscribe to the FRHOA e-mail 
distribution list 

The FRHOA Newsletter is printed and mailed out twice per year, in the Spring and the Fall.  
To place an ad, submit an article or comment, send an email to news@forest-ridge.org 
or call the FRHOA hotline at 703-481-0283   

Business Advertisements:     
        Full Page - $100     
        Half Page - $50     
  Quarter Page - $25                      

Business Card - $15 

Homeowner FOR SALE classifieds are free. The 
newsletter is distributed to all owners within the Forest 

Ridge development.       

The FRHOA Board reserves the right to reject any ad, 
article, or classified. 

                                          Editor: Juanita Easton 

IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH CONTACT NUMBERS 

    FAIRFAX 

COUNTY 
LOUDOUN 

COUNTY 
Report an 
Emergency 

Emergency 911 911 

 Local  Law 
Enforcement Non-Emergency (703) 691-2131 (703) 777-1021 

To Report  
Traffic  
Violations 

Traffic Division (703) 691-2131 (703) 777-0408 

To Report  
Parking  
Violations and 
Expired Decals 

  (703) 691-2131 (703) 777-0408 

To Report an 
Overcrowding 
Housing  
Situation 

Zoning  
Enforcement (703) 324-1300 (703) 737-8190 

To Report Noise  
Complaints   (703) 691-2131 

Sheriff  
Non-Emergency 

(703) 777-1021 

To Report EPA 
Violations  and 
Non-Emergency 
Fire Hazards 

Fire Marshal (703) 246-4800 (703) 737-8600 

To Report  
Sidewalks/
Roads in Need 
of Repair 

Commonwealth 
of Virginia,  
Department of 
Transportation 

(703) 383-VDOT (8368) 
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 TREES                                     trees@forest-ridge.org  

"“It is spring again. The earth is like a child that knows poems by heart.” — Rainer Maria Rilke  
 


