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WORDS FROM THE RIDGE 

A Note from Your HOA President 

Now with the long snowy and cold winter behind all of 
us who make Forest Ridge home, I am taking a 
moment to update the community on several issues 
and provide a reminder that the Board needs greater 
community involvement and input from homeowners.  
The Board welcomes support in the form of 
homeowner initiated ideas on how to improve the 
neighborhood, homeowner’s self-initiated efforts to 
clean up the neighborhood beyond all the hard work 
they do to maintain their own property, and in 
homeowners volunteering to work on the Board as 

members or with the ACC as inspectors. 

 

 VDOT handles all road and sidewalk maintenance 
– from snow plowing to pothole repairs, so if you 
see that the winter weather has popped up 
sidewalks to make them a hazard or ice has 
created potholes in our streets, please call VDOT 
and make a request for repairs.  Be sure to get a 
work order number so you can track when VDOT 

plans to make the repairs 

 

 The HOA common property was purposely 
damaged by vandals late in the fall by a likely ATV 
or similar sized vehicle.  Deep vehicle tracks dug 
into the common grounds on South Dickenson 
and Almey and in a section of the common 
grounds between Crestview and Applegate. The 
damage was reported to the Loudoun County 
Sheriffs office for further investigation.  The cost of 

repairs will be just under $700.00. 

 

 The Board initiated legal action against two 
homeowners for noncompliance with the 

Architectural Control Committee (ACC) guidelines. 

 

 The Board placed liens against at least eleven 
homeowners for nonpayment of the HOA’s annual 

assessment for 2013. 

 The ACC has noticed a recent spike in 
commercial vehicles – those with business 
signage – parking in the neighborhood in violation 

of ACC guidelines. 

 

 As a reminder when undertaking yard and tree 
maintenance after the long winter, no yard waste 
is allowed to be dumped in the common areas and 
should instead be bagged/bundled for a 

homeowner’s trash company to haul away. 

 

 The Board is currently assessing the impact and 
costs of installation of trash receptacles at several 
locations in the neighborhood in the hopes of 
cutting down on the amount of trash that seems to 
collect in the common areas and along our 

streets. 

 

 The Board welcomes any and all suggestions for 
neighborhood improvements. Those suggestions 
are best presented during the Board’s monthly 
meeting at the Forest Grove Elementary School 

that runs between 7:30-8:30pm. 

 

 The Spring is a great time for neighborhood clean 
up—particularly all the trash that has been left or 
blown by strong winter winds into the common 
areas.  If you  venture out to help clean these 
areas make sure you protect yourself from the 
poison ivy and deer tics that are out in the 
common grounds.  If you notice dead and 
dangerously leaning trees while out in the 
common areas, please report it to the HOA’s Tree 

phone message board or email inbox. 
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STERLING TROOP 968  
IS RECRUITING 

 
Be Daring, Be an Adventurer,  
Be Brave, Be Smart, Be Bold,  

Be a Boy Scout. 

 

 
Boys 11yrs or older are welcome, we love to camp and it shows. 

 

Meetings Tuesday’s at 7pm, St. Matthews church  
(next to briar patch park). 

 

Call or email for additional information:  
571-451-8263   Mark.DStephens@comcast.net 

Pictures online - see this link: 
 http://www.acdseeonline.com/album/MarkS4/1650744 

tel:571-451-8263
mailto:Mark.DStephens@comcast.net
http://www.acdseeonline.com/album/MarkS4/1650744
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Sterling Library  
Relocation and Expansion 

 
The Loudoun County Government 2015 plan includes a 
project as part of the Sterling Public Facilities Master Plan 
initiated by the Board of Supervisors for the expansion of 
the Sterling Volunteer Fire and Rescue Station, the 
relocation of the Sterling Library to leased, storefront 
space in the Sterling community, and the renovation of 
the Sterling Community Center in its current location and 
expansion into the vacated Sterling Library space. 

The Sterling Library may possibly be relocated to a 
storefront in Sterling Plaza Center providing 15,000 
square feet of space. The current Sterling Library 
contains only 5,840 square feet and is co-located with the 
Sterling Community Center. The relocated Library will 
expand its program space and include additional meeting 
room space or library programs and public meetings, 
study rooms for small groups, expanded Teen and 
Children’s spaces, increased public computer areas, and 
additional seating. 

The winter of 2014 despite the cold and 
frequent snows has been easy on the trees 
in the common areas of Forest Ridge.  The 
snowfall that has melted into the soil this 
winter should help kick start Spring and 
summer growth of our trees.  Nonetheless, 
as our trees in the common areas age, we 
continue to lose many pines each year and 
a various hardwoods scattered throughout 
the common areas.   The Forest Ridge 
Homeowners Association (FRHOA) cuts down dead 
and/or dangerously leaning trees in the common areas 
that pose a hazard to property and people.  As such, 
the FRHOA between September and March 2014 
spent just about $3,100 cutting down 35 dead and 
dangerously leaning pines and hard woods.   FRHOA 
relies on AJ Landscaping and Tino’s Tree Service to 

cut down common area trees.   

Tree debris and trunks are beginning to pile up in some 
areas on the common grounds.  Unfortunately the HOA 
does not have the funds necessary to have the tree 
debris removed from the common area.  Removing the 
limbs and trunks would nearly triple the cost of tree 
cutting.  The HOA also would not approve the use of 
heavy equipment to remove the tree trunks and limbs 
fearing damage to the common area and homeowner 

lawns.   

The HOA does not regularly inspect all of 
the common areas trees, and so relies on 
homeowners to alert the HOA as to the 
location of dead and/or dangerously leaning 
trees that potentially pose a hazard to 
property and people.  When you see a dead 
and/or dangerously leaning tree, call the 
Tree message line or email the Tree 
message box to alert the HOA tree 
volunteers (see last page of newsletter for 

contact info).   Please provide an exact address/location 
for the tree(s) in question and a phone number should 
the HOA need to notify the caller regarding the request.  
A volunteer usually within a week or two will come out to 
verify and pinpoint tree(s) to be cut for the contractor 

who cuts the trees down for the HOA.    

The HOA is very interested in welcoming new volunteers 
to help with the upkeep of the common areas and its 
many trees.  Any homeowner who is interested in 
helping with the common areas trees is encouraged to 
contact the Board via the FRHOA message line, email 
box, or attend the HOA’s Board meetings held the first 
Thursday each month - except July - at Forest Grove 
Elementary School to find out more about helping the 

neighborhood. 

Forest Ridge Trees 

Did You Know Your Loudoun County Public 

Library Card Provides: 

- iPads for check-out to use in the library 
- Over 7 million songs to download and keep with Freegal Music 
- Books-by-Mail and Outreach Services 
- Book printing - your own work or title an online catalog 
- Current and back issues of hundreds of magazines 
- eBooks from best-selling authors 
- Wi-Fi, computers, printers, meeting and study rooms 
- Professional reference and research assistance 
- Informational, educational and cultural programs for children, 
teens, and adults 
 

VISIT: library.loudoun.gov 

HEY TEENS!  

STERLING LIBRARY WANTS U TO VOLUNTEER!  

Earn community service hours:  Teen Summer Volunteers. 

Volunteer positions are limited. Register in person beginning 
Thursday, May 1st to attend one of the mandatory orientations: 

June 7 (2-3:30pm) or June 11 (7-8:30pm) 



For information on joining  
the FRHOA Neighborhood Watch visit:  

www.forest-ridge.org/thewatch.html 
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 2013 Holiday  
Decoration Contest     

Congratulations to the Winners! 

  1st Place:  208 Pin Oak Court  

   2nd Place:  124 Applegate Drive  

 3rd Place:  113 Almond Court 

 

Honorable Mentions 

501 Buckthorn Court 
101 Red Oak Lane 
105 Red Oak Lane 

132 Briarwood Court 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2014 Cascades 10k Firechase  

& 911 Fun Run  

11th annual Cascades 10-K Firechase and 911 
Fun Run will be May 24, at 8 a.m. Cash prizes, 
food, entertainment, and plenty of fire trucks and 
rescue vehicles for your kids to check out. Major 
fundraiser for the Sterling Volunteer Fire 
Company. Scenic course in Lowes Island 

community of Sterling, VA.  

For information and to register, go to: 

Cascades10k.com.   

 
 
 
 
 
The next concert by the Loudoun Symphony will be held Saturday, April 5,2014, in the Concert Hall of the Community 
Church/Virginia Academy ( 19790 Ashburn Road, Ashburn Va ) beginning at 7:30 PM.  
  
Music for this performance includes an infectious piece built around the theme of a Latin square dance, a composition 
especially commissioned for the Loudoun Symphony and loosely based on Magellan’s discovery of the Pacific Ocean, and a 
signature creation by the famous English composer Edward Elgar entitled “Variations on an Original Theme, Opus 36.” 
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A few notes from the  
Forest Ridge Architectural Control Committee (ACC) 

Pack 1570 Cub Scout  

Mother’s Day Spring Flower Sale 

Spring is just around the corner….. 
time think about FLOWERS! 

Support your local cub scouts at the  

Annual Flower Sale  
on Saturday, May 10th 7:30 am to Noon  

at the Kingston Chase Clubhouse Parking lot.  

Beautiful, large hanging baskets for $16.00  
For questions: pack1570flowersale@gmail.com.   

For fun and adventure boys grades 1-5 can join our pack  
for more information: cubscoutpack1570@gmail.com. 

Mildew & Mold on House Siding 
Weather has had an impact on most areas of the 
country the last few years, and we certainly can see 
the effects within our own community.  When you 
drive throughout Forest Ridge you will notice that a 
significant number of homes have cleaned off the 
mildew and mold from the siding. The effort 
homeowners have made really makes the property 
look nice.  There are, however, still a good number of 
houses with an accumulation of mildew and mold on 
the siding and elsewhere.  The good news is that it 
can be easily removed by the homeowner with some 
elbow grease and some dishwashing liquid, or you 
can call a professional to resolve the problem.  The 
FRHOA ACC asks for your cooperation to eliminate 
the unsightly green that we can't seem to escape.   
 

Yard/Driveway & Mailboxes Upkeep 
Yard upkeep includes keeping yards mowed and 
weeded to include the curb and driveway, picking up 
trash, yard debris, newspapers, and removing dead 
shrubbery, maintaining fences, and keeping trash 
cans out of sight from those on the sidewalk or 
street.  Maintaining property including your mailbox in 
a neat manner results in an attractive neighborhood 
and also keeps up property values up also. Clean curb 
gutters also allows water to flow freely to the drain. 
 

House Shutters, Garage Doors, Trim and 
Foundation 

House shutters, trim, garage doors and visible 
foundation properly maintained and painted can 
have a significant impact on the appearance of a 
home. The FRHOA ACC has been made aware that a 
number of homes in our community need attention in 
this area.  Please take time this Spring to inspect 
these features of your home and take appropriate 
action (repaint/replace).  Please note that the removal 
of shutters from a home is a violation of the FRHOA 
Architectural Guidelines.  Also, a change in color or 
type of shutter requires the approval of the FRHOA 
ACC. Repainting with the same color does not require 
approval from the ACC.  The link to the FRHOA ACC 
Guidelines is listed here for your information and 
reference: 
 http://www.forest-ridge.org/acc/hoaaccguidelines.html 
 

 
 
 

Fences 
Please remember to get your ACC application 
approved before putting up a new fence.  Our 
guidelines require that fences be natural in color, 50% 
open, and no higher than 4 feet to preserve an open, 
natural environment. 
 

Commercial Vehicles & Ladders 
Our FRHOA guidelines state that we do not allow 
trucks and/or  commercial vehicles to be stored or 
parked on any of the lots within this subdivision, nor 
shall any trucks and/or commercial vehicles be parked 
on any of the streets of this subdivision.  The term 
“truck” is defined as any vehicle with a payload in 
excess of 0.75 tons; or having tandem axels; or having 
a license plate designating it to be a truck.  The term 
“commercial vehicle” is defined as any truck, van or 
vehicle with visible signage; or ladders, tools, or 
equipment affixed anywhere on the vehicle.  
 

Common Areas 
Grassy and wooded common areas are for the 
enjoyment of all the community, not for the dumping of 
grass clippings, leaves and litter. Please bag grass 
clippings and leaves for collection by your trash hauler 
and put litter in the trash. 
 
 

You can help the ACC keep the 
neighborhood looking beautiful — any 
homeowner can submit a suspected ACC 
violation via the website under the ACC 
section. The ACC will take it from there. 

As the Spring weather is upon us, this is a good time to work on our homes and yards.  In this article we are 
highlighting some of the areas that need attention to be in compliance with our FRHOA guidelines.  We look 
forward to seeing the results of your work.  



 

Forest Ridge Homeowners Association                         
PO Box 493                                                                      

Sterling, VA 20164-0493                                                                                                           

 

                                       

 
 

 MEETING INFORMATION 

Meetings are held at Forest Grove Elementary School 
ACC Meetings: First Thursday of every month @ 7:00 PM 
Board Meetings: First Thursday of every month @ 7:30 PM 
(Meeting dates, locations  and times are subject to change.) 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Forest Ridge Neighborhood Contact Information 
 

 

If your name does not appear as the 
current lot owner, please call the  
phone message line with the correct 
information 703-481-0283 

FOREST RIDGE HOMEOWNER’S ASSOC. CONTACTS 

(703) 481-0283 Option 1 General 
  Option 2 Trees 
  Option 3 Architectural Control 

  Option 4 Resale Packets  
Request 

  Option 5 Annual 
Assessments 

  Option 6 Common Lawn 
Care 

703-481-6586 or  
703-994-8367 

Mike 
Hebert 

Neighborhood 
Watch Coordinator 

thewatch@forest-

ridge.org Neighborhood Watch Email 

www.forest-ridge.org Homeowners Association’s  

Website 

acc@forest-ridge.org Architectural Control Committee 
(ACC) Email 

news@forest-ridge.org Newsletter Submissions 
resale@forest-ridge.org Resale Packets 
assessments@forest-
ridge.org Annual Assessment questions 

info@forest-ridge.org Subscribe to the FRHOA e-mail 
distribution list 

The FRHOA Newsletter is printed and mailed out twice per year, in the Spring and the Fall.  
To place an ad, submit an article or comment, send an email to news@forest-ridge.org 
or call the FRHOA hotline at 703-481-0283   

Business Advertisements:     
        Full Page - $100     
        Half Page - $50     
  Quarter Page - $25                      

Business Card - $15 

Homeowner FOR SALE classifieds are free. The 
newsletter is distributed to all owners and renters within 

the Forest Ridge development.       

The FRHOA Board reserves the right to reject any ad, 
article, or classified. 

                                          Editor: Juanita Easton 

IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH CONTACT NUMBERS 

    FAIRFAX 

COUNTY 
LOUDOUN 

COUNTY 
Report an 
Emergency 

Emergency 911 911 

 Local  Law 
Enforcement Non-Emergency (703) 691-2131 (703) 777-1021 

To Report  
Traffic  
Violations 

Traffic Division (703) 691-2131 
Sgt. Bill Nugent 

(703) 777-0408 

To Report  
Parking  
Violations and 
Expired Decals 

  (703) 691-2131 

Deputy Keith 
Wills or Deputy 
Mike Swope 

(703) 777-0408 

To Report an 
Overcrowding 
Housing  
Situation 

Zoning  
Enforcement (703) 324-1300 (703) 737-8190 

To Report Noise  
Complaints   (703) 691-2131 

Sheriff  
Non-Emergency 

(703) 777-1021 

To Report EPA 
Violations  and 
Non-Emergency 
Fire Hazards 

Fire Marshal (703) 246-4800 (703) 737-8600 

To Report  
Sidewalks/
Roads in Need 
of Repair 

Commonwealth 
of Virginia,  
Department of 
Transportation 

(703) 383-VDOT (8368) 
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“There is always music amongst the trees in the Garden, but our hearts must be very quiet to hear it.”  

― Minnie Aumonier  

 TREES                                     trees@forest-ridge.org  


